The psychosocial and cognitive impact of Duchenne's muscular dystrophy.
Duchenne's muscular dystrophy (DMD) is the most prevalent and devastating of neuromuscular disorders. Children given this diagnosis not only face inevitable deterioration of physical functioning, but they also become susceptible to emotional/behavioral problems, as well as reduced cognitive functioning and learning problems. This article (1) reviews the emotional/behavioral issues that may impact the child with DMD and the affected child's family members and caregivers; (2) examines the research describing the cognitive and learning issues associated with DMD; (3) provides recommendations for physicians who work with these families; and (4) recommends directions for future research that will help to further elucidate emotional/behavioral issues and cognitive and learning correlates of DMD.